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INTRODUCTION. 


‘‘They bear to us sweet memories of childhood’s 
happy years, 

Ere grief had wrung the heart with pain, or dimmed 
the eye with tears j 

They have been twined with playfulness round many 
a sunny brow, 

Where costly pearls and Indian gems are proudly 
flashing now ; 

But hiding many a line of care, beneath their gorge- 
ous blaze. 

That lurk’d not ’neath the wild flower wreath of 
youth’s untroubled days. 

“ Oh ! chide not at the simple theme that wakes the 
minstrel’s lay, 

Earth were less bright without the flowers that blos- 
som by the way ; 

He at whose word the universe her ancient might did 
yield, 

Hath taught proud man a lesson from the lilies of 
the field. 

I thank thee, God ! for every boon thy hand in mercy 
showers. 

And oh ! not least among the gifts, the beautiful wild 
flowers.” 

Of all the studies which occupy the mind, that 
of Botany is the most healthy as well as the most 
interesting ; for the vegetation which everywhere 
covers and adorns the face of the ground, from 
the moss which stretches itself over the surface of 
the weather-worn stone, to the stately oak that 
rules as monarch of the wood, is replete with 
matter for reflection and admiration ; — not a tree 
that waves its branches on high, nor a flower or 
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leaf that expands and stretches beneath the sun- 
light, but has something in its habit or structure, 
form, fragrance, or colour, to attract the attention, 
and afford us 

“ Midst nature’s revels sports that never cloy.” 

Few sciences are attended with circumstances 
equally pleasing in their pursuit, few can boast of 
that infinite variety of objects, and invite us to 
pleasures equally rational and innocent, as this 
science ; and a know-ledge of it gives new life to 
the scenery of nature, and administers many 
sources of delight. In walking along the green 
pastures and the shady lanes, we see the great 
number of plants that lie scattered in our way, 
but how many pass heedlessly by them, and little 
think what pleasure they bestow on a portion of 
mankind — those who view them with a scientific 
eye to discover the connecting links. 

Independent of the propriety of the creature 
admiring the works of his beneficent Creator, and 
of the advantages resulting to the individual who 
attaches himself to this study “ as enlarging the 
understanding, and rendering his mind more 
orderly in every concern of life, and his senses 
more acute,” he will find also that there results 
from the pursuit of Botany the most heartfelt 
satisfaction. In this occupation it is that the 
violent passions are lulled to rest, and only so 
much of emotion produced as is sufficient to render 
life happy and agreeable ; for at every turn the 


